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My  c ity* :  PAR IS

NICHOLE ROBERTSON TELLS uS wHAT kEEPS  
HER COmINg BACk TO THE fRENCH CAPITAL
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1  Have a chat with 
friends over lunch on 
the Left Bank. 2  The 
bright yellow chairs at 
this cafe pop against 
the grey Parisian sky. 
3  Sunrise as seen 

in some gorgeous 
windows along the 
Seine. 4  Another busy 
day for these French 
waiters. 5  La Fermette 
on Rue Montorgueil is 
a great spot for fresh 
goat’s cheese.

How long have you lived in the city?

I lived in Paris for a portion of 2009. We’d planned to stay 
longer, perhaps indefinitely, but a project in New York 
brought us back to the States. Shortly after our return, 
I realised I wanted to continue working on The Paris 
Color Project, which at the time had only been personal 
blog photos. When I returned, I not only knew that I 
wanted to return to Paris to finish the project, but that 
it had become a second home which I’d visit often. 

What drew you there?

Trying to put into words my love of Paris is as difficult 
as putting into words why I love my husband. It’s more 
than the sum of its most notable and universally adored 
parts – light, culture, outstanding bread, breathtaking 
architecture. It’s an energy, feeling a part of history and 
being surrounded by beauty at just about every turn. 

Which season makes your city feel most alive? 

It’s hard not to love Paris in the spring, but I also love it 
in the winter. There’s nothing better than bundling up 
for a brisk stroll then ducking into a warmly lit cafe for 
a cup of coffee and a pastry. 

What does it feel like in May?

It’s always a bit chillier than I expect, and I’ve been 
burned one or two times by forgetting to pack a scarf 

and boots for a trip. I’ve learned to always have a light 
scarf and jacket with me – especially when you arrive 
early in the morning at Charles de Gaulle.  

What time of day do you most enjoy?

Twilight. Rich golden light fills the streets and plays 
with the lengthening shadows. The way the light hits 
the cobblestones or the waning sun fills the glass of 
a lamp as it sets behind it is magical. 

How does your city smell?

Like freshly baked bread. There’s always a bakery 
nearby, and the ubiquitous smell of the bakeries at 
Charles de Gaulle or Les Halles always signals my 
arrival in Paris. I smell it and it feels like home. 

What are the green spaces like? 

We have two young sons, so we spent a lot of time at 
Place des Vosges, which was near our apartment on 

NICHOLE ROBERTSON
Nichole lives in the New York City metro 
area and is currently travelling back and 
forth to Paris every few weeks to work 
on a new project (and, if she’s being 

honest, to replenish her salted 
French butter supply).
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Rue St Paul. I’m equally fond of the other celebrated 
green spaces, Luxembourg and the Tuileries, but also 
enjoy stumbling into a small garden while out for a walk. 

What’s your best discovery about your city?

Walk slowly and you’ll discover details and beauty that 
rival any monument. 

What lifts your spirits?

A walk on Rue Montorgueil. One of the apartments in 
which we stay is at the intersection of Rue Tiquetonne 
and Rue Montorgueil. Montorgueil is a lively street with 
cafes sandwiched between busy fromageries, patisseries 
and boulongeries. It’s the best kind of busy: shopkeepers 
recommending a great cheese, a flower shop owner 
meticulously arranging a new shipment, friends clinking 
drinks.* It captures what to me is the best of Parisian life. 

“The aTTeNTioN to detail excites me on  
a daily basis. From window dispLays to 
typography, parisiaNs just get it right”

1  The rooftops of 
Montmartre are worth 
the climb up the hill.  
2  Two bikes parked 

on a quiet Marais side 
street. 3  Stop for a 
crêpe in the second 
arrondissement.  
4  A woman enjoys a 

cafe crème at a cafe in 
Montmartre. 5  Happy 
hour includes dogs 
too. 6  Nichole never 
tires of the beautiful 
typography in Paris.

What excites you on a daily basis?

The attention to detail. From window displays to 
typography, Parisians just get it right. I’ve often joked 
that everything is staged for photographers. 

tell us about the colours of your city. 

One of my favourite things about Paris is the neutral 
backdrop against which vibrant flowers, doorways, 
signs and other delightful details pop. The creamy 
whites and greys of the Haussmann buildings and 
overcast skies fade into the background and let the 
little things step into the spotlight.  

What would surprise a newcomer to your city?

How helpful the Parisians are. Don’t expect to be 
randomly greeted on the street with a toothy smile, but 
if you need help or have questions Parisians are typically 
quite friendly. I’m annoyed they get such a bad rap, and 
have always found them eager to assist me or offer up a 
tidbit about food or the fastest way to get somewhere.

What are your favourite places to gather with friends?

Télescope or Kooka Boora cafe. Both are run by skilled, 
friendly baristas who know how to pull a perfect shot »

41Subscribe at www.thesimplethings.com

4 5 6

3

WHerever you May be

http://www.thesimplethings.com


of espresso. You can sit for hours and get hopped up on 
some of the best coffee in Paris. 

Where do you find your guilty pleasures?

La Fermette cheese shop on Rue Montorgueil. It’s 
usually one of my first stops. I buy a huge hunk of comté 
and a pyramide cendrée, then head up the street to Eric 
Kayser for a baguette. It’s hard to refrain from eating on 
the walk home, and on more than one occasion I didn’t 
make it all the way there before digging in. 

Where do you like to go alone?

The residential streets of Montmartre on the back side 
of Sacré Coeur are a quiet respite and a wonderful place 
to stroll and reflect. There are times, even during the 
day, when you’ll end up alone on a cobbled street and 
able to slowly take in the twisting vines, bright window 
boxes and carefully considered architecture. It’s like 
stepping back in time. 

1  Cafe Le Nemours in 
the rain. 2  At the right 
angle, the setting sun 
appears to illuminate 
this lamp. 3  Window 
shopping in the city’s  
first arrondissement.
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FAVOuRITE SHOP
A l’Etoile d’Or 
30 rue Pierre Fontaine
The best caramels, the best and hardest-to-find 
chocolate, and the sweetest shop owner. 

FAVOuRITE CAFE  
Télescope
5 rue villedo
The owners of this cafe know how to pull a 
perfect shot, and it’s a great place to linger 
and chat with a friend. 
www.telescopecafe.com

FAVOuRITE MARKET 
Marché Richard Lenoir 
boulevard richard Lenoir, between 
rue amelot and rue St-Sabin
when we lived in Paris, I visited this market 
every Sunday for flowers, fruit, bread and 
rotisserie chicken. 

PLACE TO SEE BY NIGHT  
The Seine
This is, of course, a no-brainer, but nothing is 
better than strolling by the Seine at night. The 
large lights from the boats project the most 
beautiful light on the trees. 

PLACE TO FIND  
A SOuVENIR 
Monoprix 
Multiple locations around Paris
my last stop before heading to the airport is 
monoprix. I buy a ton of butter (Aux Cristaux de 
Sel de mer de Noirmoutier), Lotus Speculoos 
Spread and sea salt. 
www.monoprix.fr

PLACE TO LOOK uP 
St Germain L’Auxerrois  
and Notre Dame Cathedral 
I’m a sucker for gothic ribbed vaults, and if 
you are too, don’t miss them at these two 
wonderful churches. 

THING YOu HAVE TO SEE  

Rue Montorgueil 
I never let friends visit Paris without stopping 
by this lively street. 

NICHOLE’S 
PRIVATE  
TOuR

NicHoLe robertSoN is a writer, 

author of Paris in Color and 

co-founder of Obvious State, a  

multi-disciplinary creative studio  

she runs with her husband Evan.

www.obviousstate.com
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